
The 2022 Officers wish to thank all of 
the MCA Members for a great 2021 
year and wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy and healthy 
New Year.   
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Check out our internet home of the Music City Aviators! 

www.MusicCityAviators.org 

In This Issue… 
 

Time To Renew with MCA 
 

AMA Chapter #494   - www.MusicCityAviators.org 

January Meeting  

Next meeting –  Jan. 18th, 2022.. 
Meeting time and place to be 
announced later.  
 

It’s almost time to renew your membership 
for 2022.  Our dues (still only 30.00 a year) 
help keep our flying site in excellent shape.  
Of course we also appreciate the 
volunteers who work hard keeping the 
grass mowed and the pit area clean.   
 
There are several ways to pay.  
 
1.) Come to a meeting and pay in person. 
 
2.) Pay online at our website.  There is a link 
to pay via PayPal on the Club Info page. 
 

http://www.musiccityaviators.org/
http://www.musiccityaviators.org/
http://mcaviators.weebly.com/club-info.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNLc_YvPi8kCFcsrJgodqqIJiA&url=http://philmontrodgunclub.com/monthly-club-meeting/&psig=AFQjCNFA7Sk3uVF_F2EUXXa8d9gJKbuLGw&ust=1447442872702160


Upcoming R/C Events  

Want more MCA between newsletters?   
Join the conversation in the Music City Aviators Facebook group. 

Click the logo to jump to the page. 

  Points Of Interest 

Part of the fun in being a Music City Aviator member is participating in 
the events whether it be one of our events or one of our neighbor 
clubs.  Check out the opportunities listed below and join in the fun. 
 
 
 
 
Frozen Thumbs Fly   Jan. 1st 2022 
(Come start the New year off right 
And bring food to share)   
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/144532062302807/


No Meeting Minutes  
  

Spread the word about the Aviators! 
 Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs? 

Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse. 

 
Next Club Meet will be January 18th.  Meeting location will be announced later. 

 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From our President  
  

A word from the President  
  
We had a very good year in 2021. We have done some good projects to improve the field. The biggest 
improvement was the sealing of the runway.  Scott Harris connected us with Galbraith Paving to get this 
accomplished.  I was out of town when it actually happened, so thanks to Dave Palmer and John Forehand 
for handling all this work.  
  
We also have added a lot of new members to our club.  I think we now have 70 members, which is the 
highest number we have ever had.  We’ve added several younger members, which is always a boost to the 
longevity of the hobby.  
  
We hosted a couple of association fly-ins which generated revenue for the association.  They were nicely 
successful.  
  
Many of us have had great days flying and making memories with our fellow flyers.  There are flyers at our 
field nearly every day.  
  
For the coming year of 2022 I would like to see us do several events.  In addition to our regular fly-ins, let’s 
consider maybe a themed fly-in. For example maybe a Cub type fly in or a warbird or any type of plane 
anyone wants to do. If someone has a particular plane they would like to see highlighted let’s come up with 
a date for the event.  We would of course need people to step up and help with cook outs and 
planning.  Let’s talk about this.  
  
Let’s take the opportunity in 2022 to do lots to improve our club and our collective experiences.  Thanks to 
everyone for your help to make us the best club in Middle Tennessee.  
 
Tom Bible 



From our Vice President  
  

The Vice President’s Corner 
We have seen the Music City Aviators have what I consider to be a great year. We hit 70 members this year 
and I have seen, what I consider to be great new members who joined our ranks. It is a pleasure to fly with 
the Music City Aviators at Peeler Park and the progress we have made in maintaining the field and 
improving what we have. I thank all of you who have participated in our events and helped make the Music 
City Aviators a great club. Since the Covid Pandemic appears to be improving week to week, I am hoping we 
can all increase the time we spend together at the field and enjoy more stick time as well.  
 
We are very fortunate to have a great field such as Peeler Park at which to fly. Thanks to our membership, 
we have been able to make some great improvements over the past several years. These include the flight 
line fencing, runway coating and striping, and the new lawn mower to keep our field looking great. Thanks 
to all of you who contributed their time and sweat to make this a wonderful flying field. 
 
We have gone through some rough times over the past several years because of Covid and other factors 
such as FAA regulations which have turned into laws that impact the way we fly at Peeler Park. With the 
help of the AMA we have a Letter of Agreement with the FAA/BNA Tower which allows us to fly at Peeler 
Park. Peeler Park is in restricted air space, but with the Letter of Agreement, we can fly at an altitude not to 
exceed of 500 ft. when air traffic is flying in a southern approach pattern and an altitude not to exceed 600 
ft. when air traffic is taking off to the north. This is great news for our members. 
 
The FAA has determined there is a need for a space for unmanned aircraft (drones and radio-controlled 
model airplanes) without remote ID to continue to operate. These spaces, known as FRIAs, are locations 
where an unmanned aircraft may operate without remote ID. Since the Music City Aviator RC Club is an 
AMA chartered club, we are considered a FRIA location. However, we must follow the FAA laws if we want 
to continue our FRIA designation. We have a great safety reputation and we must continue to follow the 
AMA Safety Code. We also must take the time to take the TRUST exam which is required by the FAA as well 
as registering our planes and showing our FAA registration number on the exterior of our planes, The TRUST 
exam can be taken on the AMA website (Modelaircraft.org). This exam takes about 15 minutes and you can 
not fail the exam. Please take the time and take this event and print the card the shows you have taken the 
exam. Both the FAA and AMA will be monitoring our club to make sure our membership is complying and 
taking the TRUST exam.  
 
This has been quite an eventful year for me, to say the least. From my perspective I am hoping for a much 
better next year. For me, I went through back/hip problems, a stroke, carotid surgery and finally I had Covid 
19  ( thankfully I had a mild case). But all through the turmoil I underwent, I still had a great time flying my 
RC planes. This year, I finished my Fokker D7 and had a successful maiden in March. I also obtained my 91” 
Extreme Flight Laser which has turned out to be my favorite plane. So basically, I had a mixed bag of 
problems and a great time flying as well. 
 
Have a Merry Christmas and a Very Happy, Healthy and Safe New Year.  
  
Dave Palmer  
Vice President/Music City Aviators     



From our Safety Officer  
  

SAFETY IS JUST A FRAME OF MIND 
 
Sounds simple, doesn’t it?  But how often have we pulled some dumb donkey thing, like not checking to see 
if that battery we just installed was charged, and then watched as the inevitable happened?  Come on, you 
can’t say  you’ve never done something while at the RC field that wasn’t  dumb. 
 
Okay, if you’ve admitted to the chance that you may have once in all the years you’ve been flying, done 
that, then think about why it happened.  Dollars to donuts, you just didn’t want to be bothered with going 
through all that when  you’ve done it a thousand times before with no problems.  You  put  yourself in a 
frame of mind, that safety wasn’t worth the trouble. 
 
So let’s just pretend that your frame of mind says:  “Hold it Neut!  What  you are about to do is not safe.  
Stop and let’s do it the safe and right way .”  Now it makes sense for you to double check the DIRECTION of 
each control…do a range check…fly from behind the fence ( you knew I’d get that one in there)…call out for 
on the field, take off, landing, and clear of the field…check the battery voltage …and all the other little 
things that keep you and me safe and not having to use that AMA insurance. 
 
Safety is a frame of mind.  For the rest of this  year, and 2022 let’s make it our primary frame of mind. 
  
Thanks, 
 
John Forehand 
 
MCA Safety Officer 



From our Training Coordinator   
  

Training Update: 
  
To the Music City Aviators Membership: 
  
Let me start by saying what a pleasure it is to be a member of this club and to experience the camaraderie 
and the can-do attitude of the membership. At the last club meeting it was announced that I agreed to lead 
the MCA training program. I look forward to the challenge and the enjoyment of introducing new pilots into 
this hobby that we all enjoy so much. 
  
All of us need to give a tip of the hat to the instructors who have given so much of their time in the past. 
They include John Forehand, Tom Bible, Dave Palmer and others.  Thanks guys, for a job well done. The 
good news is that as we expand the training program, all these individuals have offered to assist as 
needed….., Thanks again! 
  
We are very fortunate to have new instructors as we get ready to start a new year. This continues to 
demonstrate the helpfulness of people in this hobby to grow the RC hobby and MCA. 
  
Our instructors are: 
  
Len Minco   817 691-5325 
Dave Jackson  615 876-3679 
Kenneth Young 501 442-5157 
Jessie Bodine  615 556-0567 
  
Due to the time change at this time of year, we have short evenings so we will conduct training through 
appointments. If you know of anyone wanting instruction, please feel free to share this instructor 
information with them. Also, as you strike up conversations with people visiting the field, please remind 
them that we have instructors to teach them…For Free! 
  
As we move into spring, the goal is to have regularly scheduled training  
on one day during the week starting at approximately 3:00PM and continue until dark. This will make 
instruction much more accessible for those who want to learn. Additionally, we will continue to instruct by 
appointment as needed. 
  
I’m excited to have the new instructors on board and the opportunity to get more people in the air enjoying 
our hobby. 
  
There will be more to come so stay tuned and……thanks. 
  
……. See You on takeoff!! 
  
Len Minco 
  



Special Event ??? 
  

Spread the word about the Aviators! 
 Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs? 

Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse. 

Stay Tuned for a Special Event 
  
Most everyone knows that many of us (mostly seniors) meet and fly indoor electric planes at 
Charlie Daniels’s Gymnasium every Monday at 1:00.  In addition to flying, we do a fair amount 
of solving the many problems of the world. 
 
Recently, our discussions have turned to a problem many of us “senior” flyers face.  
Specifically, what is the best way to reduce the size of our fleet, engines, motors, etc.? 
 
We realize many of our treasures need new homes and new owners to love them, but as a 
rule we don’t enjoy packing them to a Swap Meet for give-away prices. Therefore, a small 
number of us had rather reduce our goodies in a different way and not burden our loved ones 
with the task at a later time.  This does not mean we are selling everything and leaving the 
hobby. So, we are going to attempt something different.   
 
Current thinking is to prepare a photos and short description of each item.  This information 
will then be made available on line along with the absolute lowest price the owner will take.  
Interested parties can then contact the seller to discuss payment and pickup.  There will be no 
shipping.   We are also trying to find a place where we can gather to purchase smaller items 
such as kits, engines, motors, etc.  Plans are still in limbo but we want to do this without any 
additional cost to the buyer or seller.  Stay tuned for additional information and of course we 
will send out Emails. 
 
These plans are being kicked around at our In-door flying venue on Mondays at 1:00 in the 
Charlie Daniels Gymnasium.  If anyone has any thoughts or ideas, they are most welcome so 
come join in the fun.  Please understand, this is not a Swap Meet but an opportunity to obtain 
quality merchandise from accomplished builders/flyers at a great price. 
 
We will be in touch.  If you think you might have something you would like to sell, we will 
address that in a later communication. 
  



 Recent Photos 
  

Spread the word about the Aviators! 
 Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs? 

Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse. 
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Recent Photos 
 

Spread the word about the Aviators! 
 Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs? 

Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse. 

It Flies !! 

Getting ready for Maiden 

John Forehand’s 
SAM’s Plane sets 
new record for time 
in tree. 

New SAM plane waiting 
to fly.  



Recent Photos 
 

Spread the word about the Aviators! 
 Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs? 

Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse. 


