
Happy New Year everyone.  We hope 
Santa brought you a shinny new R/C 
Aircraft. We had 22 members present 
at our first meeting of the year who 
approved/confirmed the membership 
of 5 new membership applicants. We 
are off to a great start.  Come join us as 
we endeavor to make 2020 our finest 
year yet.   
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Check out the new internet home of the Music City Aviators! 
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In This Issue… 
 

Time To Renew with MCA 
 

AMA Chapter #494   - www.MusicCityAviators.org 

January Meeting  

Next meeting – Feb 18th – 6:30 PM 

Music City Aviators Monthly Meeting.  
Ryan’s Steakhouse.  We eat at 6:00! 
 

It is that time of year to renew your Club 
membership for the coming year.  There are 
two (2) easy ways you can pay your dues: 
 
1.) Come to a meeting and pay in person. 
 
2.) Pay online at our website.  There is a link 
to pay via PayPal on the Club Info page. 
 
Don’t forget to renew your AMA and Metro 
Park Permit too! 

http://www.musiccityaviators.org/
http://www.musiccityaviators.org/
http://mcaviators.weebly.com/club-info.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNLc_YvPi8kCFcsrJgodqqIJiA&url=http://philmontrodgunclub.com/monthly-club-meeting/&psig=AFQjCNFA7Sk3uVF_F2EUXXa8d9gJKbuLGw&ust=1447442872702160


Upcoming R/C Events  

Want more MCA between newsletters?   
Join the conversation in the Music City Aviators Facebook group. 

Click the logo to jump to the page. 

  Points Of Interest 

Part of the fun in our Hobby is attending special events hosted by 
various local clubs.  This years fun events have not yet been finalized.  
Let us know what events you would like to see this year.   

 

Each Monday from 1-3 pm:  Indoor flying at the Mt. Juliet Recreation Center, 
Charlie Daniels Park. 
 
Each Wednesday at Peeler Park: When weather permits, we will also be starting up 
“Old Farts Day” each Wednesday.  It has been a favorite for our retired members 
for many years.  And no, it is not just for retirees. Other members (some from other 
clubs) join us for a day of fun and flying.  We even cook lunch when the weather 
warms up in the Spring. 
 
Feb. 28-29: World’s largest Swap Meet will be held in Perry Ga.  Tables are usually 
all sold out by this time, but Charles Waterston has 6 tables in the main building he 
will sell at 15.00 a table if anyone is interested. 
 
March 14th :  The Murfreesboro Club will once again host their fabulous Spring 
Swap Meet.    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/144532062302807/


January Meeting Minutes 
  

Spread the word about the Aviators! 
 Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs? 

Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse. 

Date:    21 January, 2020  
 

Location:  Ryan's Steakhouse, Madison TN.  
 

Members present:  22  
 

Presiding:  Tom Bible, Club President  
  
Meeting called to order at 6:32 PM in the back meeting room of Ryan's after members 
had enjoyed a delicious buffet supper.  
  
Opening Remarks: Tom made mention of the large number of individuals present and 
thanked everyone for coming out on such a cold winters evening for our first MCA 
meeting of 2020.  
Tom asked that everyone remember Regis Galbach in their thoughts, hopes and 
prayers.  Regis is recovering at home from a recent kidney stone infection that required 
hospitalization plus an operation will soon be needed.  
   
Tom gave a quick recap of events since our last meeting including the successful MTRCCA 
(Middle Tennessee R/C Clubs Association) fall swap-meet and our New Year's Day "Frost-
bite fly-in".  Motion made and approved to accept the October, 2019 minutes report.  
  
Treasurers Report:  Hayes Graf reported our current club balance to be $6,704.51 with 
35 members having paid their 2020 club dues. Hayes stated that new membership cards 
will be distributed to those present on Wednesday with the remainder being left in the 
top RH drawer of the clubhouse desk.  
  
Hayes distributed copies of a balance sheet summarizing our club income and 
expenditures for last year, then handed out and reviewed copies of our proposed budget 
for 2020 which includes some anticipated maintenance and miscellaneous expenses.    
  
New Members:  The membership applications of Roy Conrad, Ricky Smith, Tony Pierce, 
Brad Butler and Chuck Pippin were approved by unanimous vote.  Welcome aboard Roy, 
Ricky, Tony, Brad and Chuck.  



January Meeting Minutes Con’t 
  

Spread the word about the Aviators! 
 Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs? 

Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse. 

aircraft. 

Old Business:   Tom made mention of some previously discussed projects including 
installing starting posts for the larger planes with temporary matting put in place around 
the posts before installing permanent concrete pavers.  Tom mentioned that we may be 
able to get the Metro Parks Dept. scheduled to seal the cracks in our runway but in the 
meantime suggested our trying a foam spray sealer instead of attempting to use cement 
and sand as a temporary repair. Motion made and approved to include these minor 
expenses in the proposed budget, which was then approved by majority vote.  
  
New Business:  Tom gave a lengthy, detailed report of the recent meeting that he, along 
with Dick Tonan (MTRCCA President) and Dave Palmer (MCA Vice President) as 
observers/subject matter expert advisors, had with the Metro Air Traffic Controllers and 
AMA Representatives concerning the new rules proposed by the FAA. After everyone 
attending agreed, as there have been no known problems or incursions in over 30 years, 
that our club will be listed on the new charts and will be approved for remotely piloted 
craft to operate from our flying field up to a 500 foot altitude above ground level when air 
traffic is landing from the north.  This may be increased by special permission up to 600 
feet for fly-in events or competitions or when air traffic is taking off from the south.  This 
may impose a restriction on some of our flying disciplines but it is far better than a 
blanket 400 foot altitude restriction in controlled airspace. Tom is awaiting a LOA (letter of 
agreement) between our MCA club and the Air Traffic Control Tower.  It was suggested 
that when we get the LOA, it should be included in our club by-laws.  There is an 
upcoming Safety Risk Mitigation meeting with the Metro Parks Dept. and they will be 
informed of our agreements and limitations.      
 
Discussion:   Mention was made how the FAA is working through the proposed 
requirements process themselves and seemed impressed with our emphasis on safety for 
all concerned. We discussed how as modelers, we should not be ever required to have 
transponders aboard our craft as long as we operate within altitude restrictions. Tom 
suggests that everyone continue to focus on safety and make a conscious effort to not fly 
any model anywhere near approaching or departing air traffic. John Forehand confirmed 
that it's a good thing for folks to always be focused on all safety aspects and encourages 
everyone to send a letter of response to the FAA stating how their proposed regulations, 
ultimately requiring remote IDs and receiver telemetry, should not apply to model 
aviation hobbyists.   
  
 



January Meeting Minutes Con’t 
  

Spread the word about the Aviators! 
 Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs? 

Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse. 

aircraft. 

Upcoming Events:  The Murfreesboro Middle Point R/C Flyers Club is holding it's 
annual swap meet at the Murfreesboro National Guard Armory on March 
14th.  Eight foot tables are available for $15 with reservation/purchase made prior to 
March 9th through the club website:  https://www.mprcf.com/swap-meet/ .  Motion 
was made and passed for our club to purchase one table for member use at the 
swap meet.  
  
Closing Remarks:  John Forehand suggests everyone plan for renewed interest in our 
traditional Wednesday OFD when the weather warms. Everyone commended Tom, 
Dick and Dave for their efforts with the FAA, ATC and AMA, then gave a good round 
of applause.  
  
Next Meeting:  Scheduled for 18 February, 2020 at Ryan's Steakhouse and Buffet, 
2151 Gallatin Pike N, Madison TN.  
 
Respectfully, 
James Harkreader substituting for Regis Galbach 
 
 
 

  

https://www.mprcf.com/swap-meet/
https://www.mprcf.com/swap-meet/
https://www.mprcf.com/swap-meet/


 
Shopworn 
 
 I love the phrase the British use when they refer to their workshops.  We use shop, workshop, 
building room, or something similar.  The Brits?  They retire to the SHED for the winter building 
season.   
 
Shed…it just sounds interesting.  What is in a Shed?  It’s really unknown, a shop, workshop, etc. 
you know that there is building or work going on, but in a Shed, why anything mystical and 
magical could be happening. 
 
What you say, there is nothing mystical about model airplanes?  Fie on you!  What could be more 
mystical, magical as creating out of  unrelated wood, metal, plastic, foam, and other materials a 
flying, operating, beautiful (remember beauty  is in the eye of the beholder) model airplane.  It 
really is a magical experience to stand out on the flight line with your created creature (they are 
really alive you know) and then command it to follow your every aeronautical whim and desire.  
Sure, sometimes that time they are following your command can be extremely brief, but still, for 
that brief moment of glory, it was  yours! 
 
Ah, you say, I don’t take unrelated wood etc. and create these aeronautical creatures.  I assemble 
them from foam, cardboard, paper to fly .  And there you have it.  Yes, you still give life to  these 
inanimate creatures.  Without you, they are nothing but material, with no purpose.  Chunks, 
sheets, whatever, after you touch them, assemble them, they  become those mystical, magical 
aeronautical creatures. 
 
Okay, all I do, you say , is take them out of a box, plug in a battery and go fly.  What’s magical 
about that?  What isn’t I ask in return?  
 
And they all come from our wondrous Sheds!  Open the door, enter the space, do nothing but 
look around, and you know it is something special.   
 
The beginning of the beginning.  So much more than a…Workshop! 
 

Another fun story from John Forehand 
  

. 



 
2020 Approach to Club and Flying Safety. 
  
There is a lot going on presently with the coming soon Altitude restrictions at Peeler and other 
airfields, not to mention the remote ID, registration of every model you own, and other 
FAA/Congress mandated rules and regs. 
 
I’m not going to get into all that here.  Rather, for very obvious reasons, concerning us and the 
Metro Park Board,  this Safety Column is about following the rules laid down by the FAA, AMA, 
Metro Park Board and just plain old common sense. 
 
Follow the rules on the signs at the field from Metro Parks Board.  They are the ochre colored 
ones.  Follow, even though we haven’t received our Letter of Authorization from the FAA, the 
500’ altitude restriction.  It’s a long way up, and except for SAM or Soaring testing, shouldn’t 
create any problems for us.  Even the 3D guy can remain under that ceiling.  (I know, under 
certain conditions, we have an additional 100’ we can use, but better to be safe.) 
 
There are no teeth in the Clubs rules regarding enforcement.  This means it is up to every Club 
member to follow the rules even if it means changing his approach to flying at Peeler Park.   And 
for those who are not members of the Club, we can only hope they have the common sense not 
to break the rules.  We must please the Park Board more then the FAA right now, so let’s make 
sure there are no complaints, problems, troubles that get reported to them by “interested 
bystanders”.  Because those interested bystanders are who the Park Board listens to. 
 
Fly Safe, be safe, and enjoy another great year at Peeler Park. 
 
 

 John Forehand MCA Safety Officer 
   

. 



Member Photos 

Check out the new internet home of the Music City Aviators! 

www.MusicCityAviators.org 
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Special thanks to John Forehand, David Blood, Damian Piotrowski and Jim Harkreader 
for allowing us to use their photos.   

http://www.musiccityaviators.org/
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