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-Upcoming R/C Events

-Meeting and future
events.

- L.A. HOF Induction

-Photos: Check ‘em out.

Hello MCA Members, Fall is almost
here and so are some of the best times
to enjoy our hobby. Please read the
upcoming events and this months
minutes to find out more about the
exciting events coming up.

____/

Time To Renew with MCA

Have you renewed your membership for
20207 Our dues help keep our flying site in
excellent shape. Of course we also
appreciate the volunteers who work hard
keeping the grass mowed. It’s not too late
to pay 2020 or not too early to pay 2021
dues.

There are several ways to pay.

1.) Come to a meeting and pay in person.

2.) Pay online at our website. There is a link

\' PayPalJ

October Meeting

Next meeting — Oct.. 24th, 2020..
To be held at our field, Peeler Park

Don’t
FORGETI
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Check out the new internet home of the Music City Aviators!
www. MusicCityAviators.org
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http://www.musiccityaviators.org/
http://www.musiccityaviators.org/
http://mcaviators.weebly.com/club-info.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNLc_YvPi8kCFcsrJgodqqIJiA&url=http://philmontrodgunclub.com/monthly-club-meeting/&psig=AFQjCNFA7Sk3uVF_F2EUXXa8d9gJKbuLGw&ust=1447442872702160
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Points Of Interest j

Upcoming R/C Events

Part of the fun in our Hobby is attending special events hosted by
various local clubs. Obviously, many of the events have been cancelled
or delayed due to the virus, but we have several excellent events
scheduled for next month:

‘A‘

Oct. 24th  Membership Appreciation Day No contest, but 3 gift
cards (5100, $75, $50) to be given away. BYOL (Bring your own lunch)
Note: Our last Club meeting for this year will be held at noon during
the Membership Appreciation Day. Come join in the fun.

October 315t — Big Swap Meet (FREE) Call John Forehand to register
so if we have to use the backup date, we can notify you. All clubs are
invited. Come and sell those items and/or planes you don’t use
anymore and find some really great deals as well.

Want more MCA between newsletters? Find us on:
Join the conversation in the Music City Aviators Facebook group. n
Click the logo to jump to the page. faCEb00k®



https://www.facebook.com/groups/144532062302807/

September Meeting Minutes

Meeting was called to order by Vice President Dave Palmer at exactly 6:29 pm, as the
Club President was still high! High on final approach as he was still flying his Timber.

Members present 9.

Treasurers report Hayes Graf reported that we have $6,902.13 in the bank and 60 paid
members.

New Members Tom Bible presented two new flyers, Paul Snapp, who could not attend
and Chase Adams who was there for Membership approval. They were both approved
and welcomed to Music City Aviators, which then made 10 members present.

Old Business, Tom brought up the Membership Appreciation Fly In traditionally held in
October. Since October is also normally out last meeting until January, it was decided
that we will also hold our club meeting during the lunch break. The Fly In and Meeting
will be held on Saturday, Oct 24th . As has been the case for the last several years, we
will have a drawing after the lunch break for A $100.00 Gift Certificate to Family Hobbies
for first place, a $75.00 Gift Certificate to Family Hobbies for second place and a $50.00
Gift Certificate to Family Hobbies for third place. The drawing rules are you must be a
paid up member of MCA and present at the Fly In and the Club Meeting to win. There
will be no special fun fly events this year, it will be open flying all day. Due to the Covid
19 virus, bring your own lunch and drinks, and we will practice Social Distancing.

MERSLY Find Out Mo Spread the word about the Aviators!
pa ey vy Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs?
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e Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse.




September Meeting Minutes, Con’t

New Business, the Oct. 31st Outdoor Swap Meet was discussed. Dick Tonan has gotten
the sanction, and the notice of the event is on the AMA website and will be in the next
issue of Model Aviation. So far there have been 3 people from out of state who have said
they will come. We are asking everyone to let us know they are coming so we can keep
them in touch if things change. If any club members know they will attend, please email
me at jfaircraftsales@gmail.com and let me know. The rain date is the following week,
Nov. 7, 2020. Hours are 8AM to 3PM. Remember this is a Free event, no charge to either
buyers or sellers.

Since the Association had to cancel the Nov. 7th Swap Meet held at the United
Methodist Church of Antioch and the Church counted on the rent money for their
outreach program, the Association is sending them $200.00. Music City Aviators will send
$100.00 and Cedar Hill is also sending them $100.00. It is hoped that we’ll be able to
hold the Swap Meet next year there.

Tom also brought up the fact that Officer nominations and voting are also done at the
October Meeting. He asked that all members please think of nominating someone for
President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Safety Officer. We will vote on your
ballot at the October Members Appreciation Fly In and meeting on Oct.24th at the field.

Dave Palmer is going to look into getting a battery operated weed whacker, and John
Bartlebaugh moved to accept Dave’s idea of getting a set of replacement blades for the
lawn mower, so we can keep mowing while getting the old ones sharpened. The motion
was seconded and voted on in the affirmative. John also was volunteered to get the new
blades.

Meeting adjourn at 7:01PM.

Submitted by John Forehand reluctant temporary secretary sitting in for Regis Galbach.

MERSLY Find Out Mo Spread the word about the Aviators!
o ey Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs?
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e Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse.




Congratulations to L.A. Johnston

As most of you know, our friend and fellow MCA member L.A. Johnston was inducted
into the SAM’s Hall of Fame the 16t of this month. This is indeed a high honor and L.A.
is the only SAM’s member inducted into the HOF in the past 2 years.

We have scanned L.A.'s bio for the program handed out at the ceremony and shown
below. | think it speaks for itself as to why this man was so honored. Be sure to give
L.A. a hearty congrats the next time you see him.

THE SOCIETY
OF
ANTIQUE MODELERS

2020 Hall of Fame Honoree

L.A. Johnston

Hall of Fame Committee

Ed Hamler, Chairman
Larry Davidson
Fred Mulholland

MPRSY Find Out More... Spread the word about the Aviators!
o oY Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs?

m‘u....cm,..,o;;,: Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse.




'yﬂ’g hiline
gfk._._.k..,

Congratulations to L.A. Cont.

L.A. Johnston

L.A. Johnston was born on December 14, 1930, in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma. His father was a medical student at the time,
so L.A. lived with his grandparents. In 1935 L.A."s uncle gave
him a small hand launch glider. When he broke it, as five-year-
old boys will do, he asked for another glider. He was told.
“You’ll have to build your own.” L.A. then used wood from an
apple box for the fuselage and wood from an orange crate for
the wings and stabilizer. L.A. flew his new crate box glider by
running around the yard holding his model aloft and making
engine noises. That first “own design glider” started L.A."s
involvement with building and flying his own designs. Eighty-
five years later he is still atit. L.A. was ten when he built his
first powered model, a Spook. It crashed on its first flight.
Things got better materials wise for L.A. when he was in junior
high school. By then, L.A.’s father was running an Army
hospital in Dodge City, Kansas. The hospital had 4 x 4 x 48-
inch logs of balsa for use in rehabilitation therapy. A few of
those logs went through the saws in L.A."s junior high school
wood shop. L.A. now had some balsa strip and sheet for his
models. During the 1940s L.A. flew free flight and control line
speed models. He got his first radio control set in 1952.

L.A. was studying aeronautical engineering at the University of
Oklahoma when he dropped out to go to work for Douglas in
1954. In a career that spanned 40 years, L.A. did engineering
work on the C5-A, the Convair 880 and 990, the L-1011, the
RB-66¢, the B-47, the B-70, the B-2, the F-22, and the Osprey
VF-22. As defense contracts and commercial aircraft programs
waxed and waned, an army of aeronautical engineers and
designers known as “job shoppers’™ went from company to
company. L.A. said it was not so bad if you were working in a
region with a lot of aerospace or aircraft companies. You
finished a job at one company on a Friday and were likely to be
hired by another company on Monday. There was a lot of
overtime, and the money was good. Much of his work involved
design of wings or ground support equipment. He worked on a
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Congratulations to L.A. Cont.

lot of classified projects. At one time or another L.A. worked
for most of the major aerospace and aircraft companies in the
country. All the while, L.A. kept designing and building his
own model airplanes and competing in contests.

That travel for shifting assignments put L.A. in touch with
several significant model airplane clubs. While he was
working in Tulsa, he was a member of the Tulsa Glue Dobbers. I
Out in San Diego, working for Convair, he was one of the

founding members of the San Diego Orbiteers. While there he

flew against competition like Sal Taibi. L.A. was working in

Ft. Worth for General Dynamics in the early 1980°s when he

picked up a copy of Model Builder magazine and read John

Pond’s “Plug Sparks™ column. “Plug Sparks™ columns attracted

a lot of people to SAM, and L.A. was no exception. From that
column, L.A. was introduced to people in the Ft. Worth

Plainsmen Club who were holding SAM contests. Eventually

L.A. came to know most of the SAM Texas flyers. L.A. has

been a competitor in SAM events and at SAM Champs since

1985. During his Texas days, L.A. built up a fleet of SAM
competition models. He likes models that are a bit unusual.

Because it was frequently windy at Texas contests, L.A. looked

for a design with low drag to handle the winds. He settled on

Hal DeBolt’s “Blitzkrieg.” Over the years he’s built several of
them, tweaking design and construction problems as he finds

them; and he says that he’s now “got a pretty good contest

airplane” in the “Blitzkrieg.”

L.A. retired to the Nashville area in 1994. He kept on building

and flying his SAM style model airplanes. At first he was the

only SAM flyer in Nashville. But the locals saw him flying,

and they got interested in SAM. L.A. helped them build and |
fly SAM models, and when there were enough SAM flyers, he
organized a new SAM Chapter “1806” named for the year
Nashville was founded. L.A. then discovered that Dr. George
Shacklett had organized SAM 43 in Knoxville. L.A.
recommended the two clubs be combined into a single SAM
43. SAM 43 ran an annual SAM contest in Tennessee for 24
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consecutive years until 2020 when the contest was cancelled
due to coronavirus.

L.A. became one of the “spark plugs™ building SAM and
getting new SAM members, not only in Tennessee. but through
his participation in nearby Midwest contests. L.A. was helpful
at those contests—he would forgo the opportunity to fly his
own model in a contest in order to assist another modeler. To
this day he flies SAM models for members who can still build
but, for physical reasons, would rather not fly.

After a bit less than two years of retirement, L.A. found he
needed something more to do. His club met at Hobby Lobby
in Brentwood Tennessee. At one club meeting L.A. realized he
was bored and asked Jim Martin, the owner of Hobby Lobby.
for a job. Martin hired him on the spot to work as the senior
technical adviser in the store. L.A. worked there from 1996
until 2007.

L.A.’s work at Hobby Lobby made a second great contribution
to SAM. Electric powered model airplanes were a new thing at
the time and modelers were not sure what combinations would
“work™ in a model. L.A. provided guidance and knowledge.
He identified motor and battery and propeller combinations
that would power a particular model and get the results the
builder wanted. At a time when electric modelers were feeling
their way through a new area, L.A. provided valuable
expertise. During those years, the electric competition classes
in SAM were growing and L.A.’s knowledge was used by
many SAM competitors. L.A. did not give advice and help
only to customers who walked into Hobby Lobby—although
he certainly did that. L.A.’s workday involved lots of e-mail
and telephone conversations with distant modelers who
requested his advice and expertise. L.A. responded to each of
those requests and was frequently one of the last to leave at
night. By the time L.A. retired for a second time in 2007,
SAM electric modeling and competition was firmly
established. L.A. had a big part in making that happen.
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Spread the word about the Aviators!
Meet someone new and want to invite them to join the MCAs?
were MusicCltviuistors.ors Grab a stack of “MCA Info Cards” in the clubhouse.




